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A girl is courted by a handsome russet–haired man who appears to have great wealth. He 

is charming, well mannered, well groomed, but his origins are mysterious. As the wedding day 

grows near, it troubles the girl that she's never seen his home — so she takes matters into her 

own hands and sets off through the woods to seek it. 

In the dark of the woods, she finds a high wall and a gate. Over the gate it says: "Be 

bold." She enters, and finds a large, dilapidated mansion inside. Over the entrance it says: "Be 

bold, be bold." She enters a gloomy hall. Over the stairs it says: "Be bold, be bold, but not too 

bold." She climbs the stairs to a gallery, over which she finds the words: "Be bold, be bold, but 

not too bold, lest your heart's blood should run cold." 

The gallery is filled with the body parts of murdered women. She turns to flee, just as Mr. 

Fox comes in, dragging a new victim. She hides and watches, horrified, as the girl is chopped to 

bits. A severed hand flies close to her hiding place, a diamond ring on one finger. She takes the 

hand, creeps out the door, and runs home just as fast as she can. 

The next day there's a feast for the wedding couple, and Mr. Fox appears, looking as 

handsome as ever. He comments, "How pale you are, my love!" 

"Last night I had a terrible dream," she says. "I dreamed I entered the woods and found a 

high wall and a gate. Over the gate it said: 'Be bold.' She proceeds to tell him, and the assembled 

guests, just what she found inside. 

"It is not so, nor it was not so, and God forbid it should be so," said Mr. Fox. 

"But it is so, and it was so, and here's the hand and the ring I have to show!" She pulls the 

severed hand from her dress and flings it into her bridegroom's lap. The wedding guests rise up 

to cut Mr. Fox into a thousand pieces. 


